September 30th, 2007
Hi 
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This is a long weekend in HK. Tomorrow is October 1st - National Day. It is also the beginning of ‘Golden Week’ when many in China get a week’s holiday. The reasoning behind this is that by giving people a holiday, they will go out and spend, thus helping the economy. Apparently, it seems to work. 
October 1st is also Nana’s birthday; she would have been 96 years old. 
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The pool games in the Rugby World Cup have nearly finished. Last Sunday, I watched NZ beat a second-string Scotland 40-0. Stayed up to watch it - don't know why as the ABs did  not play well at all – many little mistakes that one would not expect from a good team! Last night, I watched them play Romania; they won 85-8, scoring 13 tries to one. NZ was better than last week but still not convincing – the commentators kept using words such as careless mistakes, untidy, sloppy. But when they did click they looked pretty good. Still, they will have to step up a notch to win their quarter-final match, probably against France (this depends on the results of the remaining games to be played in that pool). South Africa and Australia also got through and in a stunning result, Fiji beat Wales to reach the quarters. The quarterfinals begin next weekend. 
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On Tuesday, Mount Ruapehu in NZ erupted. It sent huge boulders into the air and there were two lahars (volcanic mud flows) that flowed down the mountain (one in picture). Climbers, skiers and people in ski lodges were evacuated. One hiker who had taken shelter in a hut near the summit was badly injured when a rock crashed through the roof of the hut and crushed his legs. It was probably not a major eruption as I have not heard any more about it. I can still remember when in 1953, a lahar from an eruption swept away a railway bridge and 151 people were killed when an Auckland to Wellington train plunged into the river (picture). The young Queen Elizabeth II had just arrived in NZ a few days earlier her first overseas visit as Queen. 
Last Tuesday evening was mid-autumn festival so Wednesday was another public holiday. The hotel held its annual free evening buffet for suite guests. Normally this is held at the poolside but because of rain on Monday and the possibility of the same on Tuesday, it was switched to the basement area (next to the former ID card replacement office). The food was OK, but not as good as for a regular buffet one has to pay for.  

On Thursday I went to the dermatology clinic for third of 3 liquid nitrogen treatments on the patch on my nose. Outside my window, they are now putting large (?fully grown) trees into rooftop garden. The Lantau cable car now has a new management team. They hope to have it running again by the end of the year.

That’s about it for now.
Cheers
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